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condition of humanity. p.118
(.9-10)

3.20. | am perhaps [.....] will
endure. p.118 (1.15-19)

3.21. | hereby state that it is
not illogical to think that the
world is infinite. p.118 (1.21-22)
3.22. | will be bold enough to
suggest this solution to the
ancient problem: The Library is

4.1. He also posited a fact
which all travelers have since
confirmed: In all the Library,
there are no two identical
books. p.115 (I.1)

4.2. “The feverish Library,
whose random volumes

The library of babel

by Jorge Luis Borges
p.112 to p.118

unlimited but periodic.
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should journey in any direction,
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constantly threaten to
transmogrify into others, so
that they affirm all things, deny
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mad and hallucinating deity.”
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In “The Library of Babel”, the Argentine author Jorge Luis Borges
(1998) conceived an infinite disordered universe and called it

the ‘Library’. In this Library, books comprise every possible
permutation or combination of 25 symbols: 22 letters, the
comma and full stop, and the space. People try to justify their
past and foresee their future from the Library, but it is disorderly,
infinite and unpredictable.

Borges named the Library “Babel”, as he himself said: “Like

all the men of the Library, in my younger days | traveled; |

have journeyed in quest of a book, perhaps the catalog of
catalogs”(112). He undoubtedly wanted to realize his dream -
and probably the dream of the whole human race - in this Library,
which is so huge that it is impossible to measure the size of
space: to talk to God, on the day when he finds the “catalog of
catalogs”. It may seem as if Borges was endorsing the idea that
humans can build a library that encompasses all the books in the
world, but in fact, this is not possible. Because the most basic,
there is no way for man to really master all knowledge, and
secondly, man is an animal controlled by emotions, constantly
fluctuating and changing emotions, which in turn reduce the
efficiency of man’s reading, while giving rise to new books.

And so Borges describes the various ugliness of humans in this
pursuit: greedy, opportunistic, selfish. So what Borges actually
recognizes is the disordered and vast number of books, because
the people who create them are always in a constant state of
intense psychology, and eventually reach order with a kind

of reincarnation - a beauty that conforms to the order of the
universe, the kind of beauty that he imagines only libraries have.
For the blind Borges, the darkness before him instead gave him
the possibility of exploring infinite worlds. As the line at the end
of “The Library of Babel” says: “My solitude is cheered by that
elegant hope”(118).

Overall, in “The Library of Babel”, Borges speaks as if to
someone, and as if he were muttering to himself. In his view,
the books in the Library have exhausted so the possible
combinations of spelling symbols that the only need is to
decipher them. Perhaps the Library is still too large, and again
he attributes the essence of the world to a circular book - all-
encompassing, without beginning or end. And the spaces of
the Library are arranged in a seamless order, with no end but
a cycle. He felt that all books are mysterious, like the human
mind. | think that Borges’ philosophical ideas inspired me too.
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| began to question myself as to why | was always confined to
one way, one reality, not very open-minded? Why do | ignore
the infinite permutations of things? Why do | divide things neatly
to prevent them from mixing together to create new ideas, new
combinations? In the world of Borges’ illusory Library, | began to
understand the true meaning of boundlessness.

Borges, J. L. (1998). The library of Babel. Collected fictions. pp.
112-118.



